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Christmas, 1964 finds me here sitting at my desk preparsd to typse out cOpyl@orf
another edition of "The Space Reporter”. i

?

It has been my habit, over the years, to sit back at Christmas-timae and look
at the past yesars work and events. Some people do this on New Years with the ringiig

the bells but I always sit back retrospective of the past year at Yule Time.

One thing makes me very happy and that is the tremendous growth of Spacs Phifately-
" all ovar the world. Yes, each day that goes by adds to our hobby a growing resgect and the
life-blood of any hobby new collectors. 4 :

I am sitting here and thinking of the wonderful friends I have made over the yedrs
through Space Philately. It is interesting to note that most of them I have hever met in
my lifs, unfortunately. Some I have come to know thankfully and very well.

Its a funny thing how you get to meet paople through the mails. I get my biggest
chuckle when I think of how I met ®d Werchol of Garfield New Jersey. No not through Space
Covers as one would think but Bd and I met through Space Age Banks. I get another chuockle
when I remembar how Hans Mueller and I were exchanging letters at a rapid pace until Hans
came up with e tremendous idea ? and gave me his phone number. After all this did make it
just a mirht bit simpler since we only live not mors than 5 miles from each other. Both
great guys Fd and Hans.

Or Jack Green of Wasau Wisconsin. For the 1ife of us we could not get Jack's
subsoription to "The Space Reporter™ squared pway. After sbout 3 letlters Jack's subscript-
ion was A-Okay. I wrote Jack and asked him how does he expect us to make money if we do not
beat him out of a copy or two. To this came the offer of an invitation from Jack to a few
beers if he ever gets to visit the World's Fair hers in New York. Anytime Jack and the next
four on me. After that I will get you on the pool table and that will be it. Top guy Jack.

There is a gent named A, Lang of Fairfield Conneoticut whom I sure will get to meet
somedey soon. Another great guy is Bert Friedman of L.I.C., N.Y.. Bart the fireman and .,
may he continue to miss me when he visits our retail store. Baert I have set aside a box of
covers that is whamo and waiting for you but I would rather not De there to see you go.

Thers are 2 other real good people named Larry Frantzen of Palastine Texas and Dick
Johansson of Tomelilla Sweeden whose veracity is strioctly Top Shelf. Anything which Larry
and Dick does is done in the finest of taeste. I sincerely hope.these fellows are around
for a long time to come. | ! .

I met Chester Claff of Brooton Massachussets through those beautiful (Chester pleass
note ) tiny bits of paper called stamps. Chester is the kind of people who make & success
of anything they do. I have attempted over the years to assist many collectors with their
collections but I doubt if I ever took a more personal interest in any collection as that
ownad by Wil Wheeler of Baltimore Maryland. Chester and Wil another great couple of guys.

continued Page 3 (over) ' Page 2



eont, from Page 2 Fditorial by Tom Dixon

They do not oome any batter than Bill Luetge of Milwaukee Wisconsin or Joe Gearhart
of Litits Pa. I receive a most pleasant letter today for Johann Strauss of Chigego Illinois.
Nice %o see you baok here in the states Sir and pleaaa stay here.

I oould sincerely go on and on but space juat does not permit. I have had the pleasure
of meeting and corresponding with many more people through Space Philately and I have enjoyed
avery moment of it, I can only say I thank all of you for you friendship which I sincerely
appreciste, ,

1 have watched and'haén g part of the growth of TD Productions. From a mail order
business at home to a large retail outlet and we now find ourselves in the coin business also.
Yes, I feel I have much to ba thapk ful for this year.

I am now looking forward to the future. Perhaps an essociation of Space Cover Dnalnrs,
Bhy not even a philatelic show devoted exclusively to the Space Thematio? If our hobby cor®inuss
at 1t3 present pace the foregoing will not ba out of the realms of reality. I promise yuu cne
thing i{ sueh a philatelic show should be organized. To all my friends I say after the show is
over the first keg of beer is on me, but, with me as bartender of course.

We can as we go to sleep this Chrlstmas 1964 thank our Astronauts, Shepard, Grissom,
Glenn, Carpenter, Schirra apd Cooper for lighting the path of the frees world. We Space Cover
Collectors are probably more appreciative of this fact singe we have mach and every U.S. Space
triumph Historically documented on cover,

Hy sincerest greetings to our readers of "The Space Reporter"™ for this Christmas 1964
and ta all my friends I have made through Space Cover Philatsly,

end

Astronauts Autographs by Bill Luetge (U.5.C.5.{3958)

For those of you who are new to the hobby and have not as yet discovered how to
obtain the autographs of United States Astronauts , here then is the procedure.

Address the Astronauts :+ Name of the Astronaut
% National Aeronautios & Space Administration
Menned Space Flight Center
Houston 1, Texas

The Names of the Astronauts ares

Project Merpurys Alap Shepard, Virgil Grissom, M. Scott Carpenter, John Glenn, Walter Schirra,
Gopdon Copper and Donald Slayton.

Project Geminis Charles Conrad, James MoDivitt, James Lovell, Frank Bormen, Neil Armstrong,
Thomes Stafford, John Young, Rlliot See, Pdward H. White 2nd.

Froject Apqollos Sduin !. le;in Jr., William A, Anders, Charles A. Bassett 2nd, Alan Lavern
Bean, ®ugene Cernan, Roger Bruce Chaffee, Michaal Collins, R. Walter Cunningham, Don F. Eisele,
Theodere C, Freeman, Richard Francis Gordon Jr., Russell L. Schweikart, Devid R. Scott and
c;1:tnn Cs Williams,

REMEMBER enclose a stamped, self addressed envelops for the return of the cover.
Ql;o DO NOT send more then one cover to be autographed and keep your letter brief.
end
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SO RO P ORI ED

The last four weeks brought alaurge in space activities, and here ave
the highlights:

PROJECT LUSTER; Opn Nov. 16 NASA launched its first Project Luster
payload Trom White Sands Missile Range, N. M., aboard an Aerobee 150
vehicle. The payload consisted of an ionospheric instrument for the
Defense Atomic Support Agancy.

%UAL EXPLORER LAUNCH: NASA used a Scout rocket on Nov. 21 to launch
ts first double payload into the earth's upper atmosphere from
Vandenberg AFB. The shot carried an Air Density and an Injun satellite.
The Alr Density satellite is a 12-inch-dlameter, 19-1b. balloon and

was designated Explorer 24. The Injun satellite, a roughly spherical,
90-1b object, studded with solar cells and designed to measure
bombardments of the earth's atmogphere by energetic particles, was
designated Explorer 25. O0Orbital data are apogee of 1,552 mileg for
Explorer 24 and 1,548 miles for Explorer 25; both satellites have
perigees of 325 mileg and periods of 116 minutes.

MARINER 4: The United States made a second attempt on Nov. 28 to send

a Mariner gpacecraft toward lars. The 574-1b craft was launched from
Cape Kennedy at 9:22 AM EST by a two-stage Atlas-Agena booster rocket.
The television equipment onboard is rigged to take up to 22 pictures

of the Martian surface and relay them back to earth. Nariner 4 is

then to pass behind Mars and to go into a solar orbit. A mid-course
correction maneuver was to have adjusted the miss~-distance to about
8,600 miles., As a result of the firing of a mid-cqurse rocket, it is
now expected that the craft will fly by Mare at a distance of as close
as 5,400 miles at approximately 2:10 PM EST, next July 14. Scientists
at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory are confident that Mariner 4 will
accomplish its mission despite a rscurring problem with the craft's
Canopus sensor which continues to lock onto stars other than Canopus.
If Nariner 4 is successful and sends its lMars surface pictures back

to earth, these photos will most 1likely leave unanswered the age-old
question about possible life on the plarnet but will tell us a great
deal about 1ts surface and possibly shed some lizht on the mystery of
the "Martian canals". It is expected that the lariner Mars photos

will show detalls of the lartian surface in much the same way as the _
Hoon's surface appears from earth throuzh the best available telescopes.
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ASSET: The Air Force on Dec., 8 laurched successfully the fifth
re-eniry test vehicle ir its series of six from Cape Kennedy.

The 1,200-1b spagecraft was lefted by a2 Thor rocket to an altitude
of about 31 miles for a 2,000-mile-an-hour gliding return to earth

to study the re-entry affects on winged spaceships,

APOLIO ESCAPE SYSTEL T:ST: 4An Apollo spacecreft bollerplate underwent
an apparently perfect maXinmum-serodynemic-pressure abort test at hite
Sands ildssile Range, N. M., Dec, 8. A Little Joe II rocket soared from
ites pad et 10 Alf to a heigat of some six miles above the desert. A
signel from the ground fired the launch-eéscape rocket and the escape
venicle, mated to the spaceecraft by a connecting tower, yanked the
Apollo plete free of the Little Joe rocket and carried it almost two
miles hizher. The bollerplate was carried zently down by three main
chutes and touched down apvarently undamaged. Three additional abort
tests are planned in the current series.

GEMINI FAI%U&E; The delay-plazued Project Gemini was set back further
when less than two seconds after ignition of the Titan II launchin:

rociict, a fallure in a hydraulic line caused an automatic shutdown

of both engines. The shutdown left the rocket sitting safely on the
launching pad. The sg¢ene of this latest setback was Cape Kennedy on
Dec, 9. A coolant tube in the engine bell apparently cracked and
further damage, although not immediately assessed, appeared likely.
This abortive launch attempt will necessitate postponinz the next
GT-2 attempt until sometime in Januery. The schedule slip will also
affect the first manned Geminl mission. Most optimistic estimate for
the GT-3 launch is now late larch or early April.

IITAN ITIA: The Titan IIIA military gpace rocket registered its first
completely suceessful test flight from Caepe Kennedy on Dec. 10,

Its third stage went into orbit as 2 launching platform, and then
orbited anotner satellite. Becauge of the test nature of the flight,
the gatellite was a 3,750-1b chunk of metal with no scientific value.
The Alr Force Titan III rocket is slated to play a key role in United
States manned and unmanned military aperations in space,

CEXTAUR LAUNCH: The severely lagsinz progzram to soft-land an unmanned
spacecraft on the moon made some encouraging progress on Dec. 11l.

An Atlas-Centaur rocket, launched from Cape Xennedy, carried a simulated
Surveyor craft into earth orbit, The achieved orbit was almost clrcular
with an apogee of 107 miles and a perigee of 101 miles. A second objec~
tive of the shot, unrelated to the Surveyor program, and involving
re~ignition of the liquid hydrogen upper-gtaze Centaur wes not achieved
because the rocket and still-attached Surveyor model had hegun to tunmble.

USSR EVELTS The Soviet Mars probe Zond 2, launched from a venicle in
earth orblt Nov, 30, is, according to the Soviet news agency Tass, in
trouble, because its power supply 1s apparently running 50% below
expectation. -~ Cosmos 51 was launched Dec. 10, and the unmanned
earth satellite 1s, accordinz to Tass, functioning normally.

OLING EVENTS: Scheduled far launch fron Wallops Island very shortly is

he previously postponed launch of the Italian 254-1b. San Marco satellite.
An EPE-D (Energetic Particles Fxplorer D) satellite is slated for launch
from Cepe lennedy Dec, 18 and will conelude the 1954 launch activities

from the Cape, _

I would 1ike to take this oPpertunity to extend the Greetings of the
Seagon to all of you and to wish you a healthy and prosperous, and
space-philatelically suceessful 19551 qJM 12-14~64
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"By Chester Clalt

Onward and ever onward march the printing presses of Paraguay. Today's sgt
is the von Braun - Kemnady unit, 8 values perf (face value 55¢),8 v. imperf &
in different colors (face 55¢), and perf and imper£.S8/Shts (face ll¢-each), &esvcd
September 2i. Pictured ares 0,10 g Ranger 73 0.15 g Wernher von Braun watching
& launch of Titan II; 0,20 g five booster rockets and Kennedy; 0.30 g Ranger 7;
0,40 g von Braun and his rockets; 12.L5 + 6,00 g von Braun and Titan II; 18,15 + 5,00 g
von Braun and rockets; and 20,00 g ¢ 10,00 g five boosters and Kennedy. The S/Shts
include the 0.4O g and 12,45 » 6,00 g values, plus a portrait of Kennedy. Quantities
printed were 200,000 of the perf five low values, 23,000 of the 12,45 and 18,15 g
perf values, and 15,000 of the 20,00 g, Also 7,000 imperf sets, 8,000 perf $/Shts,
6,000 imperf 8/Shts, and 1,000 of each variety overprinted "Muestra® (Specimen).

Hungary has issued a small Voskhod S/Sht, 10 ft (85¢), showing the Voskhod
rocket in orbit around a globe, with a nice statuesque Venus reminiscent of Scott
#1388, and the three astronauts' portraits, :

Poland’s  Voskhod 8/8ht incorporates three 60 gr (15¢ each) stamps, each szmi*__ ng
one astronaut with the symbol of his profession (rocket, meter, and cat’ieucaua)_,_-

Czechoslovakia's_"slaet, 3 kes (51#) is similar to the earlier astronauts issue,
on buff paper, with a mighty rocket flying over the heads of the three astronauts.

Ghana has reissued the IQSY stamps in new colors., Each of the three values
was issued in a sheet of 12, with the stamps arranged in a square around a large
central label showing the Unisphere of the New York Worlds Fairg i3 a (3¢), 6 a
(6¢), and 1/3 d (15¢). These sheets were sold out rapidly and ntights prove a good
investment, ! i T

We might mention also the colorful label issued by the Europa committee in
Naples, Italy for its exhibition of Space philately., It shows Gagarin and Glenn,
as well as a rocket "San Marco®™ with the Italian flag. Very pretiy.

Another label was printed by the Rocket Research Institute, Inc., for its
Goddard Memorial rocket flights on October 5, It shows:a portrait of Goddard,
and was issued per{ and imperf in limited edition. It is also available on rockete
flown covers posted with the Goddard airmail stamp at First Day headquarters in
Roswell, New Mexico.

That about covers the new issues of the month. One point worth mentioning is
the existence of numerous New York Worlds Fair issues showing the Unisphere with its
metal orbits. These constitute borderline Space issues in the eyes of some,
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. FIRE 1, APOLLO PROJECT LAUNCH
LAUNCH 424 PM EST, CAPE KENNEDY
82-min Flight; re-entry 25,760 MPH :
200-1b Spaeccraft; 26" wide % 21" tall,

-
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#Cover Resesroh® by Bill Luetge (USGS #3038)
PROJRCT WPRCURY CACHETS PART IXI

Rh,%',b,"ﬂn ts Morris We Beck, PeOy Box 116, Whitewater Wiseonsin hgs sponsored covers for
se flights singe the Schirrg Flight of October 3, 1962, -

Covers for the Sehirrs Flight

Korris' covers for this flight ponsisted of an oblong cspchet, At the top sppesred thr words
"FROJ®CT MPRCURY® with the Mercupy Cepsule below these woPds, Below the Mercury Capsule
oppesred ¢ THIRD/Uyﬁq Orbital Space Flight/Atlantie Recovery Foree, Balow these words appeared
sn oblong cachet with the nama of the ship, Outside of the first oblong cachet appearad the
cachet number,

Covers for the Cooper Flight
Korris® cover in cohmqouﬂou of the Gooper flight pictured the head of Astyonaut Cooper
in ¢ sircles The map of the world weas glso pietured along with the Mareury spage caepsule. ™~ :
wording on the cachet stateds Msjor Le Gopdon Cooper, Jr,/ ORBITS THR W™ OF RECOVERY/
Uy 8¢ Navy Recovery Foroe/ PRQJ®CT MFRCURY, Below these words appeared the omchet number.

lgSe Chapter

Kuelear Ships Chapter No, 61 of the Universal Ship Cancellgtion Society also sponsored
tg for these eyents, Unlike the Back cachets, which were applied to self addressed,stamped
envelopes before the flight and then sent to the shipsy Nuolear Phip's Chapter's cachets were
spplied to covers for these flights, whioh had been already cancelled on the flight dats.

Covers for the Schirra Flight

Neb o premrod threa oachets for this event, The service fee was two cents a cover gnd a self
@ddressed, stamped envelope for the return of the covers, -

The first cachet depicted a Mercury Capsule within a circular cachet, This wording appeared
on the outside of the circular cachets CDR. VALT®R M, SCHIRRA/PROJRCT MERCURY, On the jnside
wps the wordings THIRD/U.6, Orbital Space Flight/ SIGMA 7/ 3 OCTOBYR 1962,

The second eachet, eircular sheaped, stateds NAVAL/RTCOVTRY/FORCE,

The third cechet , eircular shaped, stateds SALUTRS/CDR./SCHIRRA«

¥ will continue this listing in the next issue of "The Space Reporter®, If any one of you
has any information regapding the caghets which the ships of the recovery force used PRIOR to
the recovery of Astrongut Schirra, FLPASE IRT MR NIQW. My ¢ddress 1ss William Luetge, 3211
North 44th Street, Milwaukee Wiseonsin 53216, Thank yeu i

Poge 8




f

300 Qgk Street =3 QK RIDO® STMPS Brockton, Mass. 02401

FIRST DAY COVERS OF NEW ISSUES:
#PARAGUAY 9/2L/6h (5 v. shors set) Von Braun, Kennedy, Ranger VIT, FDC. * '*
*PARAGUAY 9/2l4/6ls (18 v.) Von Braun - Kennedy complete unit on 6 FIG's, ° :
#FORTUGAL 8/12/64 (2 v.) IQSY, orbit symbol, FDC.

MEW YCRX WORLDS FAYR NEW ISSUES WITH 8 “ACE MOTIF:

APGHANISTAN (¥ v.)-Scott 677 $ ,22° MOROCCO (1 v,) Seott 012
BURUNDI (7 v.)'Scott™88+94h  * *  +2,00 *i PAKISTAN (2 v,) Scott 2067
*BURUNDI (7 v.) imperf, Se 88A-9LA~ 17,50  #PANAMA (k v.) Unisphere B
'BURUNDY (2 v.) S/Chte, Sc LA U,95 - #PANAMA (2 v,) S/Shte perf-imp.
CHINA (2 v,) Scott 14201 +20 SHARJANl (3 v,) sestenant :
DUBAT (9 v,) Unisphere ete, 2.35 SHARJAR (3 v.) imperf se-ten,
KORFA (2 v,) Scott L32-3 1,30 SHARJAH (1 v,) S/Sht Unisphere
KOREA (Y v.) Scott 4334 S/Sht 1.50 SPAIN (5 v.) Scott 1239-43

’$ . e ) : viny i m smm - HINT SETS . ; i
Abanth' Gagarin Alps, BLACK o'pts. §14,50  Foland 1093 V. 3 & 4 S/Sht
Argeniing €77 1GY ' »10 Romania C58 Lunik I I

Beipium 3£05, Antarctic, dogs .85 Russia 2158-60, Rocket
Bulyaria 76 Sputnik 3 .35 Russia 2160 Rooket single
Bulgaria €76A Sputnik 3 imperf 1,25 Russia 2350 Sputnik L
Bulgaria C77 Lunik I 95 Russia 2383-L Sput. 5, dogs
Czech, 11867 Vostoks 5 & 6 75 Russia 2456-7 Vemusaik
Germany, E, 370-2 IGY «50 Russia 2463-5 Gagarin
Hungary C219-20 Vostoks 3 & L L T Russia 2491-2 Sputniks 9-10
Liberia L15-17 IMFERF, NEW ISSUR 7.25 Russia2509-10 Titov
Mongelia (1963) rockets, § v. .80 Russia 253l o'pt on foil
Mauri%ania C23-4 Telstar 1,70 Russia 2578 (2) amniversagy
- Panama C277A Glenn S/Sht 1.60 Russia 2586 Cosmos 3 :
raraguay Schirra 5 v, short set .15 Russia 2622-3 Titov annivers.
‘araguay Glenn, 8 v. perf cplt, 4.00 Russia 2630-1 Trophy __
raraguay. Glenn, perf 8/Sht . 8,00 Russia 2651 Sput., 1, 5th anniv.

foland 1091-2 Vostoks 3 & i »21  Rugsia 2830-5 Sputniks
., DECEMBER SECIALS .~ FIRST DAY COVERS:

AIGERIA CR3 on Fu’f stamped "First rostal Flight by BALLOON, "hil. Exposttion gt ,

digiers, 10-13 Nove 19k9", commem. cachet, control #, 11/11/L9' .
RIWNTLNA 737 on cacheted cover with special ‘postmark 5/3/62 for the visit of
vlean's cansule “Friendship 7" to Buenos Aires g ,
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